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DIOCESE OF SOUTHWELL AND NOTTINGHAM 
 

PARISH OF COSSALL, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
 

PARISH STATEMENT 
 

JANUARY 2006 
 

Parish:  - St Catherine’s, Cossall 
Patron:  - Lord Middleton 
Population:  - 805 
Electoral Roll: - 31 
Deanery:  - Beeston 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PARISH 
 
 

Location and description 
 
Cossall is a small, friendly village with a 
good quality of life, strong sense of 
community and St Catherine’s Church at 
the physical, spiritual and social core of 
village life. 
 
Cossall is a semi-rural location on the 
edge of the Beeston Deanery of the 
Diocese of Southwell.  The village 
overlooks the Erewash valley – the 
border between Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire. Nottingham is 6 miles to the 

east and Derby 9 miles to the west.  The nearest town is Ilkeston in 
Derbyshire, which is 1 mile away, over the county border in Derbyshire.  The 
village is adjacent to the M1 motorway, but despite this, is beautifully set with 
the core of the village designated as a conservation area. 
 
Cossall is situated between the larger villages of Awsworth and Trowell, and 
the three villages together form the benefice.  Awsworth contains a Post 
Office and a small selection of shops. Trowell is a larger settlement, with a  
larger range of amenities. Both Awsworth and Trowell contain primary 
schools. The school in Trowell is a Church of England voluntary controlled 
school. There are no schools, residential homes or hospitals in Cossall.  
 
Cossall contains one small farm with riding stables and several other livery 
stables. 
 
The village does not contain any shops, except for a Farm Shop and nursery 
at the northern edge, adjacent to Awsworth. The only Public House (“The 
Gardener’s Inn”) is also situated at the Awsworth end of the village.  There is 
a hotel/restaurant in a former school to the south of Cossall, a small industrial 
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estate consisting of light industry, a guest house, cattery and a further small 
nursery. 
 
Cossall is located adjacent to the Nottingham Canal Local Nature Reserve, 
which provides opportunities for walking and cycling. 
 
 
Village characteristics1 
 
There is a very good community spirit in the village, which has been 
enhanced by the Get Togethers, and once a year an Open Gardens Day is 
held when everyone works together to raise money, usually for the church. 
More details about these and other events is contained below.  

The profile of the area suggests it is mostly older couples, whose children 
have left home. Houses are largely detached or semi-detached. Incomes are 
average and car ownership is above average.  

The population of the parish of Cossall in 2004 was 805. In 2001, the 
population of the village2 (which on this definition is larger than the parish) 
was 1,648 in 659 households. 49% of the population of the village are male 
and 51% female and the average age in 2001 was 40.7 years (2 years older 
than the average age in England).   The village has a lower proportion of 
people than the England average in the age groups under 44 years and a 
higher than average proportion over 44.  99% of the population of the village 
is white. 

75% of the population of the village describe their religion as Christian, with 
the majority of the rest saying they have no religion.   

32% of households in Cossall contain someone with a limiting long term 
illness – this is slightly below the average in England.  

Figures for unemployment in Cossall are in line with the average in England, 
but many more of the unemployed people in Cossall are over 50, compared to 
the England average.  32% of working age people in Cossall have no 
qualifications (compared to an England average of 29%) and 14% have a 
degree level qualification or higher (compared to an England average of 
20%). 

Rates of home ownership in Cossall are significantly higher than the 
England average and only 8% of properties are rented from local authorities 
or other social landlords – less than half the figure for England.  

On measures of deprivation, Cossall is no more or less deprived than the 
average community in England.  

                                                
1 Source: Office for National Statistics website, ACORN profiles (www.caci.co.uk) 
2 ONS Local  Super Output Area Broxtowe 005D (includes Cossall, Cossall Marsh, Babington 
and Swingate) 
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History 
 
Cossall and the church have a long and interesting history. The village is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book. Manor Farm was a defended farm in the 
Middle Ages and traces of a moat can be seen today. The Willoughby 
Almshouses were built in 1685. These are adjacent to the Old Church School 
Room, which now serves as the church hall.  Church Cottage, near St 
Catherine’s Church was home to D. H. Lawrence’s fiancé, Louise Burrows, 
and it, and the Church,are featured in his novel, “The Rainbow”.   There were 
two collieries in Cossall and parts of the village have been opencast mined. A 
successful community-led campaign between 1988 and 2000 prevented 
further planned opencast mining in the village. The core of the village was 
designated as a Conservation Area in 1972, and, previously, Cossall has won 
the best kept village award. 
 
St Catherine’s Church 
 

The church is friendly and welcoming, with a 
prayerful atmosphere, offering a range of 
services. People have worshipped in the 
parish church of St. Catherine over the 
centuries. It is known to have existed in 
1310 – a circle of glass bearing that date still 
exists but, almost certainly, it was of even 
earlier origin. The church was rebuilt in 1842 
with the exception of the unbuttressed west 
tower of the thirteenth century, with a later 
spire, probably late fourteenth century, in 
which hang two bells dated 1733. The 
octagonal font and one of the stained glass 
windows are fifteenth century. Members of 
the Willoughby family are buried in a closed 
vault and Lord Middleton, a descendant, is 
still associated with the church. The 

entrance, a traditional lychgate, was built as a memorial in 1928. 
 
The last quinquennial survey was in 2004. The inspector commented: 

 
“This church is cherished and well cared for. Major works to the floor 
completed before the last quinquennial inspection and a considerable 
amount of the essential items of work recommended have been carried 
out in order of priority…..The church terrier was examined and the log 
book well maintained.” 

 
During the last few years we have: 

·  replaced the floor which necessitated the adaptation of the chancel 
furniture and the dismantling and rebuilding of the organ. 

·  treated a beetle infestation in the roof. 
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·  replaced woodworm-infested chairs 
·  sewn kneelers to celebrate the Millennium. 
·  replastered part of the vestry wall. 
·  repainted the vestry with damp resistant paint. 
·  replaced the carpet in the vestry. 
·  introduced a 

Memorial Book and 
bought a cabinet to 
house it, along with a 
Millennium Book 
listing the residents of 
Cossall in 2000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
·  replaced cast iron guttering and downpipes. 
·  installed amplification and loop system thus complying with the 

Disability Discrimination Act. 
·  cleaned out the belfry. 

·  cleared the bottom of 
the church yard and 
erected a new fence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work pending includes: 

·  repairs to stonework. 
·  remedial work to roof. 
·  replacement of bell support 
·  carpeting the chancel. 
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Old Church School Room 
 

Across the road from the 
church is the Old Church 
School Room, built in 1816. 
It consists of one large room 
with two toilets and a kitchen 
area at one end.  Originally, 
it was used as a school 
room and for church 
activities. Now it is still used 
regularly by the PCC, 
Cossall Parish Council, a 
monthly Get Together meal 

and activity for Cossall residents and by anyone else who wishes to hire it. 
Recently we have equipped it with new crockery, cutlery etc. It is in a poor 
state of repair and we plan to extend, and completely renovate it within the 
next year.  We feel confident that everyone will pull together, as usual to make 
the Old Church School Room into a more pleasant and essential centre for 
the community -the only such place in Cossall.   
 
LOCAL COUNCILS  
This section describes the close and strong links between St Catherine’s 
Church and Cossall Parish Council.   Examples of work undertaken by the 
Parish Council to the direct benefit of the Church include: mowing of the grass 
at the top end of the church, floodlighting of the church (including paying for 
rewiring of the lights). The Old Church School Room is used by Broxtowe 
Borough Council as a polling station [and for concessionary payments].  
Resolute and enthusiastic support from the Parish Council and financial help 
from Nottinghamshire County Council resulted in the creation of Millennium 
Park in the village [in 2000].  This provides a picturesque entrance to the 
village across a bridge. Over 200 trees were planted in 2004 and seats will 
shortly be provided. 
 
 
WORSHIP  
There are currently 31 people on the electoral roll of the St. Catherine’s 
Church.  The churchmanship is open evangelical and, at present, services are 
held at 9.30 am, although we are considering moving this to a 10.00 am start 
to help those with families. We have one service each Sunday –an All Age 
service on the first and third Sundays, Holy Communion on the second 
Sunday, Morning Prayer on the fourth and, when there are five weeks in the 
month, we have Evensong at 6.00 pm. We use Common Worship, and 
occasionally the Book of Common Prayer (at Evensong). There are no 
weekday services but there are services available during the week at Trowell 
and Awsworth. 
 
On a typical Sunday we would expect a congregation of twelve to twenty, with 
a wide age range including up to eight children, but on special occasions this 
is much higher. At Christmas we have difficulty in accommodating everyone, 
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as more than 150 attend services on Christmas Eve. We have a children’s 
corner equipped with books and toys. 
 
In recent years there have been exciting changes in the church which the 
congregation is thrilled about – there is a vibrant feeling. The services and the 
congregation are more flexible – people are prepared to read lessons, lead 
prayers and enjoy new songs. There is a warm welcome and a great feeling 
of fellowship. ‘Life is for Living’ and ‘Chatterbox’ are two midweek groups 
which meet, once a month, to worship, study the Bible and discuss current 
issues. Following one of these courses, five members of the congregation 
were confirmed at Southwell Minister in January 2005, including a gentleman 
in his eighties. 
 
We seek to meet the needs of the community not only through the traditional 
roles of the church but by reaching out and being involved wherever possible 
in serving the community –a role we consider a vital part of our mission to 
show God’s love for all mankind.  There are more activities on offer, instigated 
by the church, than ever before. Activities include the Outdoor Songs of 
Praise, held in the gardens of the Almshouses, Carol Singing with the 
Salvation Army Band, Autumn Fair, annual day trip, Harvest Supper, 
Memorial Thanksgiving services and marriage blessing services, clearing the 
churchyard, spring cleaning the church. 
 
From the beginning of January 2005 until the end of November 2005 there 
have been: 
 
 1 Baptism 
 1 Wedding 
 1 Wedding blessing 
 1 Golden wedding celebration 
 6 Funerals 
 1 Interment of Ashes 
 
There is a Baptism Policy, a copy of which is attached (see Appendix B), and 
baptisms take place as part of a normal service.  Confirmations are preceded 
by a preparation course.  Divorced people are able to remarry at the 
discretion of the vicar. Funerals take place at the church and/or at Bramcote 
Crematorium.   
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
Appendix C sets out detail of communications. 
 
 
DEANERY / DIOCESE / WIDER CHURCH 
 
Being part of a united benefice with Trowell and Awsworth we, of course, 
have some links with them but not with any other parishes. We have a 
representative on the Beeston Deanery Synod. 
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Recently we have consulted the Diocesan archivist, solicitor, property adviser 
concerning details on the deeds of the Old Church School Room which 
needed to be clarified before any plans can be made and one of the architects 
recommended by the Diocese regarding church repairs. Clergy and lay 
people attend courses deemed valuable for the development of the parish.  
We have welcomed students from St John’s, Nottingham on placements. 
 
There are no other faith centres in the village. 
 
FINANCE  
 
A copy of the 2004 accounts is attached (See Appendix D), along with a draft 
statement of the 2005 accounts. The parish share of £6331 has been paid in 
full in two instalments. 
 
St Catherine’s began its most recent Promise Programme in 2002. This was 
successful, attracting more givers than expected, and more than three 
quarters of giving is received through standing orders, providing a high level 
of stability of donations.  St Catherine’s has always recognised the importance 
of thanking givers for their generosity and keeping them informed. Letters are 
sent out two to three times a year which include details of the regular church 
services, special services, events and other activities. It also includes details 
about restoration work that has been completed or planned.  
 
We have supported financially and prayerfully causes including: Children in 
Distress, Framework, Leprosy Mission, Children’s Society, victims of the 
Asian tsunami in 2004, SightSavers, victims of Hurricane Katrina in the USA 
in 2005. We also send tools and books for use in Third World countries, and 
have supported, in particular, people facing difficult circumstances in Kosovo 
and Mozambique. 
 
St Catherine’s contributes one third of the Assistant Curate’s expenses. The 
remaining two thirds is contributed by St Helen’s Church, Trowell. 
 
STAFF TEAM 
 
See Appendix A for details of the staff team. 
 
ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS 
 
As mentioned previously, there have been a range of courses and events held 
in Cossall in recent years, including: 
  

·  Cossall Get-Together – 
outreach, as there was no other 
opportunity for the village to 
meet as a community. We 
provide a meal and a 
speaker/activity for up to forty 
people, once a month. It has 
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been a great success from the outset and drawn many closer to the 
church. 

                    
·  Chatterbox - a fellowship group of ladies who meet one afternoon a 

month to explore their faith and current issues. 
 

·  Life is for Living - a mixed group with a wide age range who meet one 
evening a month to discover more about their faith. It started up 
exploring faith in preparation for confirmation and continued by popular 
request. 

 
·  Lent courses 

 
The following organisations are also linked to St Catherine’s: 
 

·  Mothers’ Union - joint with Trowell and Awsworth. 
 
·  Scamps - a joint singing group from all three parishes who sing at 

occasional services and in other places such as Old People’s Homes.                                    
                                    

·  Tots - a very active group based in Trowell for children under school 
age, to which toddlers in Cossall can go, which attracts up to 15 
children. 

 
·  One member of the church also sends out cards on behalf of the 

congregation to anyone who is ill, bereaved or for other special 
occasions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STRATEGY  
 
Recent developments in the last 
five years are outlined in the 
‘worship’ section above.  These 
include the confirmation of five 
members of the congregation in 
2005, and a wider range of ages 
attending services regularly, in 
part due to the provision of All 
Age Worship twice a month.   
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The congregation is more participative, relaxed, convivial and flexible than it 
used to be. We hope to continue to explore new ways of worshipping. St 
Catherine’s does not have a Development Plan at present, but some of our 
aspirations are set out below: 
 

We hope the regular church members will continue to grow in faith and 
encourage new people to join our groups. Our congregation has been 
increasing for a while now. We pray that the people who are on the 
fringe of the Church, who only attend on special occasions may be 
encouraged to attend regularly. These people are always willing to help 
if we need extra hands for a special event, we hope we can draw them 
in closer.  
 
We have some very young children attending Church, and our plan is 
that when they are a little older, we will be able to form a special group 
again. 
  
We already send get well cards to the sick in the village. We need to 
develop our pastoral care, for example Church members could do 
more to telephone, or visit, the sick. The Reverend Joan Whysall 
(Assistant Curate) visits many people in the village and gives help 
where it is needed both to Church and non-Church members. 
 
We are a small Church and all the work has to be done by the same 
group of people, but we all work happily and willingly together. We look 
forward to involving the whole community in the project to refurbish the 
Old Church School Room. 

 
 
PRIESTS (ORDINATION OF WOMEN) MEASURE 
The PCC has unanimously rejected the following motions: 

·  “this PCC would not accept a woman as the minister who provides at 
or celebrates the Holy Communion or pronounces the Absolution in the 
parish”;  

·  “this PCC would not accept a woman as the Incumbent or Priest-in-
Charge of the benefice or as a Team Vicar for the benefice.” 

 
 


